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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to 

Mr. De Loach MY 

DATE: 

5/6/68 

FROM 

T. E. Bishopjy^ 



SUBJECT: 

MUR KIN 
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This case involves the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King. </ j 

In a United Press International (UPI) story dated 5/3/68, 
which does not quote the FBI, the following sentences are included: 

"Officials said there were no indications that (James Earl) Ray had 
left the country despite a rash of reports from. Mexico, Canada, 

Australia, Hong Kong and West Germany. The officials pointed out 
international travel requires identification papers that can easily be / 

checked. " On this UPI story the Director has noted: "Please stop / 

talking & speculating to the press. H." 


In a UPI story dated 5/4/68, which does not quote the FBI, 
the following sentence is included:' "Officials said there were no indica- 
tions Ray had left the country despite a rash of reports to the contrary 
from Mexico, Canada, Australia, Hong Kong and West Germany. " On 
this story the Director noted: "I must insist that we stop giving off the 
cuff comments re Ray case." 


For the information of the Director, the unnamed officials 
i quoted as the sources in the above two stories are not Bureau repre- 
l sentatives. In accordance with the Director's instructions, the men in 
my office have maintained a strict "no comment" policy with regard to 
inquiries being received concerning the above -captioned case or the 
hunt for James Earl Ray. We will continue this policy. It appears that 
our policy of not commenting on this case is frustrating some newsmen 
and they are resorting to the technique of writing stories with unnamed 
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"officials" or "government sources, 
speculative stories. 


etc. , as the source for their 
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None. For information. 
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